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SEPTEMBER 2020 

Thu Sep 3 TBD 7 p.m. board meeting, normally at Yankee Grill, 1 S Grady Way, Ren-

ton. All members welcome. But the virus may mean a change of venue and/or media. 

Contact President Debbie Read. 

Fri-Sun, Sep 4-6 Canceled Portland All British Field Meet at Portland International 

Raceway. 

Sat Sep 5 Alternative to Portland All British Field Meet: British Invasion of Alderbrook 

Park, car Show with Awards, $10 per carload, social distancing. 24414 NE Wester-

holm Rd, Brush Prairie WA. Details at www.abfm-pdx.com. 

Sat Sept 19 Chinook Pass Drive. Depart 10:30 a.m. from the 

Coastal Farm Supply store, 1425 Supermall Way, Auburn. 

Social distancing. Optional dinner in Enumclaw following. 

Contact  Brian Case, 253 329 9126, 

sbcase253@hotmail.com (see “What’s New” column) 

Sat Sept Date TBD Exotics@RedmondTownCenter, lunch 

following. Contact Ray Papineau. 

Sat Sep 19 Canceled, Seattle Yacht Club Car Show. Contact 

Glen Read. 

OCTOBER 2020 

Thu Oct 1 7 p.m. board meeting, normally at Yankee Grill, 1 S Grady Way, Renton. All 

members welcome. Contact President Debbie Read. 

Sat Oct 10 Fall Colors Tour, 10 Bridges of Snoqualmie Valley. 

Contact Jim Sanders. 

                       NOVEMBER 2020 

Thu Nov 5 7 p.m. board meeting, Yankee Grill, 1 S Grady Way, 

Renton. All members welcome. Contact President Debbie Read. 

                       DECEMBER 2020 

 

Thu Dec 3 7 p.m. board meeting, Yankee Grill, 1 S Grady Way, Renton. All members 

welcome. Contact President Debbie Read. 

Sun Dec 6 Holiday Party, Seattle Yacht Club. 

CALENDAR 

Courtesy 

Wikipedia 

mailto:sbcase253@hotmail.com
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MAY 2021 

Sun May 2 10 a.m. 

Spring Thing, Griot’s Gar-

age in Tacoma to Gig 

Harbor Peninsula to  

PowellsWood Garden. 

Contact Kurt Jacobson,  

253-229-6905 

 

 

AUGUST 2021 

Thu Aug 5 JDRC Jaguars on the 

Green concours field setup at Swinom-

ish Casino & Lodge., Anacortes.  

Fri Aug 6 JDRC Jaguars on the Green 

hospitality event at Swinomish Casino 

& Lodge, Anacortes.  

Sat Aug 7 concours & awards dinner. 

Sat Aug 21 Heritage Classic & CXKJR JCNA-sanctioned concours, Vancouver BC.  

MAY 2022 

Sun May 1 10 a.m. Spring Thing, tour of the Osceola Mudflow (Enumclaw Plateau), 

ending at PowellsWood Garden. Contact Kurt Jacobson, 253-229-6905. 
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Cat Lovers, if you want to take a drive with others, then pack some 

snacks and join Sharon and me for a drive up to Chinook Pass on Sunday, 

September 19th. We’ll depart at 10:30 a.m. from the Coastal Farm Supply 

store, 1425 Supermall Way, Auburn, WA 98001 and drive up to the Pass 

which is about a two-hour drive. The return trip will be through Enumclaw 

where we plan to stop for an early dinner at Il Siciliano 

Ristorante Italiano if possible, or other restaurants nearby. 

Call, text or email me if you would like to join us. 

Keep your calendar open for the October 10th 11 Bridges 

Fall Color Tour guided by Jim Sanders. We hope to see 

you there.  

It's also time to begin planning for next year's events. Please mark your 

calendars for these events and plan on attending some or all of them. 

May 2, 2021, Spring Thing,-Griot's to Gig Harbor-area to PowellsWood 

May 22, 2021, ABMF Vancouver, VanDusen Gardens 

May 23, 2021, ABMF Vancouver, Whistler Run 

July 23–25, 2021, Jaguars on the Island, Victoria BC 

August 6–7, 2021, JDRC Jaguars on the Green, Swinomish Casino  

& Lodge, Anacortes 

August 20–22, 2021, Vancouver BC, Heritage Classic weekend  

and Saturday Aug 21 JCNA-sanctioned concours 

While it appears that the current restriction on events imposed by the state 

will continue until at least the end of the year, I hope all of you are getting 

out doing what ours Jags were made for—road trip. We have all had time 

to take care of repairs and get our Cats shining. The weather is good and 

restaurants are open. It's time to be out driving. Make a relaxing trip to Se-

quim, Hoquiam, Morton or any other destination you can think of. Stop for 

lunch or an ice cream cone. Just get out, drive and enjoy yourself. 

That's all for this month. Be Safe. 

Brian Case, VP Activities, 253 329 9126, sbcase253@hotmail.com 

WHAT’S NEW 

mailto:sbcase253@hotmail.com
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Cover Zane Ware’s and 

Vickie Kollmar’s XK120 

is starting to shine. Un-

der-body is correct 

black and silver exterior 

has been sprayed, 

thanks to the work of 

Carlos Auto Repair in 

Oak Harbor, who supplied the 

three photos (here and on cover). 

Thirty-nine years after selling and losing track of 

it, Mike Jelvik’s alloy XK120 just resurfaced. (below 

and next page). Mike owned and drove number 670053, 

the 53rd XK120 completed December 12, 1949. One of the original 242 

cars with aluminum body panels before the switch to steel, it was sold to a 

Jaguar collector in the Sidney, B.C. area who set it aside to restore. On 

August 10, 2020 Richard Michael; Owen of Owen Automotive Canada in 

Sidney, posted a YouTube video of him reassembling the partly disassem-

bled car to prepare it for sale (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=du7X8WV0NsI&t=18s). It was offered at the  August 15 RM l Sotheby’s 

Shift / Monterey online auction. the car sold at the high estimate of 

$150,000; $165,000 with commission.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du7X8WV0NsI&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du7X8WV0NsI&t=18s
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Your editor spotted the August 10 post and sent the link to Jelvik and a few 

other Seattle Jaguar club members. Jelvik, the long-ago owner was sur-

prised to see the rare and desirable Jaguar again. Even in the limited run 

of alloy cars, his was special in that it had a hand crank feature (below) that 

that was dropped five cars after 

his was built. Even back when 

he owned the car, it was consid-

erable special and collectable. 

As one of the first 242 produc-

tion XK120s, it was hand-built 

with an aluminium body on ash 

framing. It was mounted on a 

steel chassis mostly copied from 

the Jaguar Mark V chassis, us-

ing many of the same parts, The 

“alloys” were constructed be-

tween late 1948 and early 1950. 

To meet demand, and beginning with the 1950 model year, all subsequent 

XK120s were mass-produced with pressed-steel bodies. Aluminium doors, 

bonnet, and bootlid were retained.  

Jelvik is one of the first members of Jaguar Drivers & Restorers Club and 

in 1976, he was President of the XK Jaguar Restoration Club before the 

club’s 1989 merger with the Jaguar Drivers Club of NW America. Among 

the many Jaguars and other collector cars he has worked on and owned, 

he is retromodding a Mark V saloon with a V12 and converted from four 

doors to two. He is currently selling the first XK120 sold in the Northwest, 

originally purchased by former Boeing President and CEO,T.  Wilson. 

Jelvik ran the Mr. Auto Supply, a car parts chain out of Auburn and was in-

volved with and sponsored 

the 1971 NHRA Super Na-

tionals Top Fuel champion-

ship car, nitro and alcohol 

Funny Cars (left), even hydro-

planes. 

(Photos courtesy RM l Sotheby’s  

and NHRA) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ash_tree
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaguar_Mark_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hood_(vehicle)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trunk_(automobile)
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More images of desira-

ble and rare members’ 

car emerged from the 

past. Like the video and 

auction listing of Mike 

Jelvik’s former XK120 al-

loy, pictures of Godfrey 

Miller’s C-Type taken in 

2000 just landed in his 

lap.  

He received about 50 

stunning photos of his 

XKC034 taken 20 years 

ago by professional pho-

tographer Patrick 

McLoad, who was proba-

bly a member of a Hou-

ston-Area Jaguar club. 

The driver in the photos 

is George Miszetsis who 

owned the car at the 

time.  

(Photos by Patrick McLoad) 
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When your XK is so nice and needs no attention Sent by Adrian Bren-

nan: “A non Jaguar activity; I added a new ladder to the back of our R/V. 

Not easy, took about 10 days!! Managed to pry drawings of the back and 

the roof from manufacturer (they are copyright, etc.). Very cryptic; they are 

drawn inside out!! (that's how they make them!) and not many dimensions. 

They showed a number of parts identified as EGS; but they would not tell 

me what it was made of! I discovered (after an intense internet search) that 

it was Electro Galvanized Sheet! It's embedded in the walls and roof layup 

for local reinforcement used to provide anchors for cabinets and oh yes a 

ladder!!! 

“It is magnetic!! so was able to track locations with a magnet on the inside 

of the coach BUT I needed the locations on the outside!! That's why it took 

so long to do plus Universal Ladder kits were too long for our vehicle. l had 

to cut over 2 feet (including a step) from kit. Easy to do with my tube cutter; 

ladder is all installed. Sorry so long a write-up.! Hilda wanted me to have it 

done somewhere! Ray [Papineau] said ‘got to DIY,’ He was right as usual!! 

I even sheared two of the ladder supports into the plywood sheet under the 

bed mattress. It does help to be an engineer sometimes! Forgot to men-

tion! Makes it easy to get on house roof and clean gutters!!” 

The editor’s car home again after a lengthy re-re-rebuild Kurt and 

Cheryl Jacobson are driving their XK120 again after British Specialty made 

right what previous owners made wrong or just wore out.  
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By Debbie Read 

2020 is adding up to be the year that wasn’t. We’ve had to cancel or 

postpone the majority of our events thus far. The bright side to that is that 

we still have them to look forward to. The Board has continued to meet 

via Zoom thanks to our secretary Chris Eseman. Going forward, the Se-

attle Yacht Club Car Show and BBQ scheduled for September 19 was 

cancelled, but rescheduled for August 29, 2021. This event is open to 

non-SYC members with or without a SYC host. The Fall Colors Tour, a 

beautiful drive through Snoqualmie Valley, is still on the calendar for Oc-

tober 10th, so let’s keep our fingers crossed that we will be revving up 

our engines for that. A Spring Thing Tour is on for May 2, 2021, Gig Har-

bor Peninsula drive to PowellsWood Garden. Jaguar’s on the Green at 

our new venue, Swinomish Casino, is planned for August 2021. I loved 

Chief Judge Zane Ware’s optimism in last month’s JagMag article that 

the Covid Virus is allowing us more time to get our cars in better shape 

and judges to better hone their skills. May 1, 2022 is already on the cal-

endar! A Spring Thing, driving through Osceola Mudflow, again enjoying 

Monty and Dianne Powell’s PowellsWood Garden at the end of the tour. 

Keep your eyes on JagMag and emails for updates on these events. 

I wanted to acknowledge Ernie Umemoto’s delightful 

article last month about the Burma Shave road ads.  It 

brought back childhood memories for me of the monot-

onous drive between Los Angeles and Lake Mojave, 

Arizona to go on family waterskiing vacations. East on 

I-10, through the dessert, there was still a roadside ad. 

No matter how many times we saw it, we read it out 

loud and laughed: Ben met Anna/Made a hit/Neglected 

beard/Ben and Anna split/Burma Shave. Thanks Ernie! 

And finally it’s that time of year to look forward. I need five people to 

serve on the nominating committee for the 2021 Board of Directors. It 

can all be done remotely, phone calls, emails etc. Talking to the present 

Board will be a good source of information. Please consider taking on 

this responsibility to see that our club continues to run smoothly and of-

fers the members great benefits. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Well now I’ve gone and done it. I’ve got the hiccups. Yes indeed. It doesn’t 

happen very often but when it does, it turns into frustration and uncertainty. 

Trying to anticipate hiccups is a little nerve-wracking, just as you think eve-

rything is all in order, hiccup! Hiccups cause changes in direction or even 

complete stops. Well I don’t have them bad enough to cause an accident 

or swerve into a ditch but it still makes you look over your shoulder, re-

check everything and try to foresee the next one. Covid, hiccup. Presiden-

tial election, Big hiccup! Build chicken coop, hiccup. Goat pen, hiccup.  

Timing chains in a 2000 S-Type, hiccup. 

Ok so you get the idea. XK120 in Heritage-Certificate silver. New tires in 

hand and ready to install. Hiccup! Had tires stripped off the wheels and 

asked tire shop to spin the wheels to check for true. 4 out of 5 wheels 

“bent.” Now, not only can’t the car be moved out of the paint booth, but I 

have to find useable wheels ASAP. Hiccup, hiccup! 

Conferred with another club member who 

pointed me to a wheel shop that straight-

ens and repairs all kinds of wheels. Un-

hiccup! Well, headed in the right direction. 

One wheel good, two wheels can be 

straightened and two not repairable. Hic-

cup. Picked up two possible good wheels 

from previously mentioned club member. 

Wheel shop check indicates I now have a 

full set of wheels. Woo Hoo! Only lost a 

week. Back to paint shop for sand blast 

and paint the wheels (similar to photo above 

right). Might be able to get car out of paint booth next week. Oh well the 

paint will be harder by then. 

Am I building a car by the Judging Guide? Pretty close. Will this be the on-

ly hiccup in the process? Not hardly. Will it get worse before it gets better? 

I hope not but it is an election year, so who knows. 

Chief Judge Zane Ware 

JUDGE’S CORNER 
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XK120 DHC WINDSCREEN GASKET 

REPLACEMENT  
Story and photos by Ben Brown 

My father, Chip Brown (above) and I took the 

windshield out of our XK120 drophead coupe 

in the first place because of the bad state the 

rubber seal (next page), as well as the loose-

ness of the trim pieces because the adhesive 

had failed (right). Taking the windshield out 

wasn’t particularly difficult; getting it back in 

was the tough part. 
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First we tried to install it using several meth-

ods, such as one pane at a time, both panes 

at once, from the inside or outside of the 

car, and also installing the rubber to the win-

dow frame first or the glass first. With all of 

these options we weren't sure which route 

was best to take, as well as each of them 

being very difficult in their own ways.  

At this point I reached out to Kurt Jacobson 

through the club looking to find a success 

story of someone installing a DHC wind-

shield. I figured that once we knew the prop-

er procedure for installing the glass, from 

someone who has done it, we would give it 

another try. Kurt directed me to Al Fenster-

maker (a fellow DHC owner) who then di-

rected me to Mark Jones at BritSport. I gave 

Mark a call and after explaining what was 

going on and he was incredibly helpful.  

Mark said that the best way to install the windshield on a 

XK120 DHC is to install the rubber onto both panes of 

glass, and then install the whole assembly from inside the 

car into the window frame. With this knowledge, I was 

much more confident that this windshield was reinstallable. 

With soapy water, struggling, and lots of wiggling this morn-

ing we were able to get it in. After reattaching the trim piec-

es the car looks great. The new rubber changed the feel of 

the car a good bit, since the old rubber looked so damaged. 

Thanks to the help of fellow club members the job itself 

wasn't actually too bad, overall taking only ~4 hours to 

complete. Those 4 hours were not very fun, but could have been a lot less 

fun without the information gained through the club. Thanks again to Kurt, 

Al, and Mark.  

(Top: Chip Brown with glass installed from the inside. Middle: old, deteriorated gasket. 

Bottom: trim piece cleaned and ready to be reinstalled.) 
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Side note: We ordered 

our replacement rubber 

online and it was slightly 

the wrong size. Because 

the outer loop of the 

rubber was too large, 

we had a lot of difficulty 

getting it to fit the car/

glass. We ended remov-

ing 33mm from the top 

center of each section, 

right above the center of 

each pane of glass, and 

super glued them back 

together. This modifica-

tion immediately made 

our lives 200% easier, 

having the rubber be the 

right size does that.  

The close-up picture 

shows the new rubber and the seam, kinda hard to see but it’s there.  

(Top: glued gasket seamed. Middle: trim reinstalled. Bottom: finished) 
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RICH HOLMES’ “MY ALMOST SUCCESS-

FUL RESTORATION STORY,” PART2 

One of the more difficult tasks was replacing the parking brake discs. Nor-

mally, one would have to drop the rear end to replace them, but Carl has 

devised a method to do it by feel. He uses touch, a mirror, a flashlight and 

some interesting incantations to complete the task. I wanted to watch but 

he wouldn’t let me. He said I was too young to hear the words he had to 

use. (Note to self: Don’t drive around with the parking brake on and won-

der why the car is acting sluggishly and what smells so hot.) 

After two weeks Glen called me and asked me to pick up the car. I imme-

diately thought he was tired of it leaking oil in his spotless repair facility, 

but in fact, it was finished. I picked the car up that day and drove it home. 

Everything worked! It was a dream! What a pleasure to drive! When I 

pulled into the garage, my lovely wife politely pointed out the car was 

noisy. I told her it was supposed to be noisy so you could hear everything 

work. She didn’t buy that, so the next day, I had two exhaust leaks re-

paired. Now everything worked and in a quiet manner more indicative of a 

luxury car. On the downside, I was consequently requested to withdraw 

my membership in the Street Rod club where the motto is “Mufflers are for 

sissies.” 

The tires had plenty of tread left on them, but they were mismatched and 

the side walls were showing signs of age cracking very much like my fore-

head. 

The boys down at Discount Tire in La Mesa were delighted to see me 

again. I got a brand spanking new set of Pirelli P3000s on the old girl just 

like Sir William Lyons intended the car to have. Now the ride was beautiful, 

everything worked and worked quietly.  

I apologize for calling the Jag so many different names in this article; “the 

object of my delight”, “my prize possession”, the “old girl” etc., but the car 

has not yet been named. Usually my cars are named by my eleven-year-

old daughter, Haley. She has a knack. The name usually ends in a “y” or 

and “ie”. (I named our 1983 VW Rabbit pick-up truck “Hezekiah” [it means 

“God has strengthened”]. That’s about the same time I lost my privilege to 

name the family automobiles). 
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So, everything worked properly and quietly befitting a Jaguar, it rode and 

handled like a dream, what more could a fella ask? Paint. Even though it 

was now mechanically sound (even the windshield washer), it still looked 

like a demolition derby reject. So, I brushed the sagging, stained, and torn 

headliner out of my eyes and drove down to the Spring Street Collision 

and Paint shop. Armando DeAlba was delighted to see me again. He had 

done excellent work for me before and 

saw the old Vanden Plas as a great pro-

ject. So that’s where the she sits to-

day ... running like a top, smooth as 

glass, quiet as a mouse, in pieces on 

the paint shop floor (left).  

Well I guess that’s about it for now. Next 

month I’ll probably be boring you with 

photos of the finished product if I can 

get it home from the paint shop without 

the headliner falling down over my 

eyes.......  

In Part II, after working off almost all the 

items on the repair list, I left my latest 

Jaguar (a 1987 Vanden Plas) at the 

paint shop. It’s done. The paint is nice 

and the pin striping really sets it off.  

When I told Paul Novak (of “Bonnet to 

Boot” fame) that I was almost finished, he had a good laugh. He explained 

to me that a true Series III enthusiast was never done and I guess he’s 

right. 

As evidenced by the pool of oil in the drip pan on the floor of my garage, I 

have a big oil leak. A gusher! And it’s from the rear seal which sets Jaguar 

mechanics to drooling and wringing their hands with delight. I guess you 

kind of have to pull the engine to properly fix it. If any of you readers want 

to go ahead and die and leave me a bushel basket full of money, I’ll get it 

fixed. Thus far, I have grown used to dumping the drip pan daily and I’m 

almost used to those bothersome OPEC representatives who eagerly fol-

low me around town. 
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I still continue to find little parts missing here and there. Remember my al-

ien theory? The bracket that holds the horns on is gone. (I guess they 

needed that for the mother ship or something.) The battery pan, the con-

sole latch, the fuse cover; all gone. Missing. AWOL. The list goes on. Oh 

yeah, I almost forgot; the Series III Vanden Plas came equipped with big 

thick fuzzy floor mats that make you want to take your shoes off and wrig-

gle your toes. Well, my car has TWO for the driver’s side. The aliens must 

have been so small it took two to drive the car and they each wanted their 

own mat. It’s just a theory. Klaatu Barada Nikto. 

One of the main things on my list now, is replacement of the saggy, dirty 

old headliner. I have to be patient though, until Paul Novak gets his 

Vanden Plas out of the paint shop. He has ordered enough headliner ma-

terial to do both our cars and the plan is this: when he gets his car back, 

I’m driving up to his house via the back roads (there are no front roads) 

and we’re going to have a “Headliner Party.” This will consist of precise 

teamwork, intense concentration, and a lot of beer. Unfortunately, Paul’s 

wife, Debbie, has informed us she will not be able to join in the festivities 

that day as she is planning something more fun. She wasn’t specific but it 

may be root canal work. It’s a shame really, because we had counted on 

her serving us the beers and little platters of yummy food throughout the 

evolution. She doesn’t know what she’ll be missing....... 

I guess that’s about it. I probably won’t write anymore about “my almost 

successful restoration” because it will never be finished. I would write 

something about the “Headliner Party” if something crazy happened, but 

don’t count on that. Having retired from the Navy as pilots, Paul and I are 

both extremely capable. I mean, you saw “Top Gun,” man against the ele-

ments and an unrelenting enemy. “I feel the need....The need for Speed!!!” 

To a couple of guys like us, this sort of thing should be a “piece of cake.” 

Well, what can I say? We finally did it. In last May’s issue, I spoke of Paul 

Novak and me planning to get together, filled with bravado and daring do, 

with the good intention of replacing the headliners on both our 80’s 

Vanden Plas. Well, this month we were almost successful. 

 

 

…we’re going to have a “Headliner Party.” 
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Here’s what transpired: Paul found enough doeskin colored headliner ma-

terial to do both cars. Good start. I headed up to his house with items of 

trade in the trunk (more on that later). On the way there, stalled in con-

struction traffic in a black car on Wildcat Canyon road on the hottest day 

this month, the temperature gauge crept ominously toward the “Hot”. My 

survival instincts forced me to turn off the air conditioning. I am too much 

the gentleman to sweat, but I was quite moist when I finally arrived at 

Paul’s. After a little testing, Paul and I dis-

cerned the auxiliary cooling fan was not 

kicking in when it should. To recap, I had 

arrived with a car more broken than when 

I started, and the headliner was still not 

replaced. 

In Paul’s wife, Debbie’s absence, Paul 

had turned the family room into an uphol-

stery shop. He had located some really 

neat 3M glue that had the ability to bind 

cow slobber to Teflon. We started by 

working on a small trim piece. Our work-

station was Debbie’s kitchen table. In 

hindsight, perhaps a workbench in the 

shop would have been more suitable but 

the shop was not air conditioned and it 

was further away from the refrigerator. 

Logic prevailed and we proceeded. Two 

good things happened: the trim piece 

came out beautifully, building our sense of 

confidence, and we were able to get the 

chair unstuck from the table without the 

use of power tools. 

To recap, I had arrived with a car more 

broken than when I started, and the head-

liner was still not replaced. 
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So far, so good. Paul had previously removed the headliner shell from his 

car. I cleaned it and laid it neatly on Debbie’s white carpet. Yes, we used a 

tarp. We laid the headliner out next to the shell, face side down (below, top 

right) and began gluing. The glue dries pretty quickly so while one glue 

technician sprays the shell, the other clown sprays the underside of the 

headliner. This we did and carefully joined the two pieces together. I’m not 

sure how we did it, but the result was rather nice. Looking back on it, 

there are so many things that could have gone wrong that it seems a mi-

nor miracle it turned out so well. 

During the “Drying of the Glue” ceremony, we took the opportunity to re-

move the excess glue from the carpet and ourselves and made another 

trip to the refrigerator. That being finished and donning fresh gloves  

(below left) (below left), we carried the finished product (below, lower  right) out 

to the car and installed it. That went smoothly.  

...during the 

“Drying of the 

Glue” ceremony 
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Being out of glue, time, and a very real fear that Debbie would be home 

soon, I elected to execute a strategic withdrawal. As I departed, I traded 

Paul a set of Kent wheels for the remainder of the headliner material and 

an auxiliary fan and fan relay. I also traded him a blanket for some beads, 

then headed home. 

Most of the glue came out of the carpet and the Novaks are still married. 

To quote Paul regarding his lovely and understanding wife, “I’m not sure I 

do enough for that girl”. 

How is my headliner? When I got home, Paul sent me and twenty-page 

instruction booklet on how to remove the headliner shell without removing 

the rear window. Armed with that information and the recent memory of 

our Headliner Party, I drove my VDP and headliner ma-

terial down to an upholstery shop where it is being in-

stalled even as we speak. The instruction booklet is 

being used in my garage to steady a shop table with 

uneven legs. 

All in all, we got away virtually unscathed with just a 

hint of residual glue in my thinning hair. I guess I 

should be happy that no one was permanently maimed 

with an Exacto knife or overcome inhaling toxic 3M 

fumes.   

All’s well that ends well. 

Being out of glue, time,  

and a very real fear  

that Debbie would be home soon,  

I elected to execute  

a strategic withdrawal.  

Author Rich “Stick” Holmes 
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This article has two points: How valuable the JCNA member network can 

be, and how deceptively real-looking internet scam ads can be. 

As a regional director of Jaguar Clubs of North America, I wasn’t too sur-

prised to see the name Les Hamilton, JCNA President, on the incoming 

call. But this was not about JCNA, Instead he asked if one of our JDRC 

members would help his Bay Area home club members, John, by taking a 

look at a Mark IV Drophead Coupe that was for sale in Lynnwood. I said 

that I would be happy to look and that a couple other JDRC members 

might be interested as well. I contacted XK150 owner and JDRC Trustee 

Glen Read in Edmonds and Mark IV DHC restorer Barrie Hutchinson on 

Whidbey Island, both of whom were also willing. 

PERFECTLY DECEPTIVE  

INTERNET ADS 

By Kurt Jacobson 
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Although the purported seller told John, the interested buyer, that the car 

was in Lynnwood, the ad (screenshot below) showed the car listed in Ever-

son, northeast of Bellingham. The background scenes in the video did not 

look like either Lynnwood or Everson. 

Soon, Barrie looked at the ad and sent me this email: "Something smells 

fishy to me: See https://bringatrailer.com/listing/1948-jaguar-mark-iv-3-5l/. 

A car like that should sell for over $40,000, maybe as much as $150,000 

plus or minus. It would be fun to look (and take a look at the title, too).”  

https://bringatrailer.com/listing/1948-jaguar-mark-iv-3-5l/
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The link he sent to the 20-month-old November 27, 2018 Bring-a-Trailer 

(BaT) ad (screenshot below) showed the bids peaking and not sold at 

$82,000. It was for the same car that was in the Autotrader. The photos 

and description in the August 2020 Autotrader ad were exactly the same 

as those in the BaT ad. Barrie’s findings and concerns were shared with 

John, the JCNA member and potential buyer in California. When John told 

the purported seller that he wanted to set up a time for the three JDRC 

members to inspect the car, the seller became evasive and then quit re-

turning calls. Did the advertiser really have the car? You be the judge. 
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We might expect that scammers trying to sell cars they don’t have or own 

might would normally inhabit internet sales sites that sell lower-cost gen-

eral items as well as cars, but not expect the scammers to dangle essen-

tially unique, high-value, trackable cars on a major site like Autotrader.  

From this vignette, it is clear how valuable it is that JCNA-sanctioned club 

members can rely on each other when they have questions. It’s also clear 

that auto sales scammers can initially be quite convincing in their fraudu-

lent offers.  

What do the internet auto purchasing scam experts say? The following is 

compiled from Autotrader, eBay Motors, Bring-a-Trailer, Federal Trade 

Commission, FraudsGuides.com and the National Consumer League. 

Most of it is common sense, but some of us need to remember it when our 

desires for an attractive car overcome our good judgement. The overriding 

rule seems to be, If the deal seems too good to be true, it probably is. 

The National Consumer League (NCL) elaborates on the “Price Too Good 

to Be True” scam: A prospective buyer sees an attractive-looking car (often 

a classic or exotic car) for a price well below market value. When the buyer 

contacts the seller, he or she is notified that the seller and the car is out-

side of the country and will arrange for shipment of the car upon receipt of 

payment, most often via wire transfer (such as Western Union) or bank-to-

bank transfer (for very large payments). When the money is transferred 

and collected, the “seller” breaks contact and the buyer is out the money. 

Criminals post ads on online auction and sales websites, like eBay Motors, 

for inexpensive used cars (that they don’t really own). They offer to chat 

online, share photos, and answer questions. They may even tell you the 

sale will go through a well-known retailer’s buyer protection program.  

Recently, sellers have been sending fake invoices that appear to come 

from eBay Motors and demanding payment in eBay gift cards. If you call 

the number on the invoice, the scammer pretends to work for eBay Motors.  

What do the internet auto purchasing 

scam experts say? 
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So how can you tell if an online car sale is fake? 

You find bad reviews online. Check out the seller by searching online for 

the person’s name, phone number and email address, plus words like 

“review,” “complaint” or “scam.” 

Sellers try to rush the sale. Resist the pressure. Scammers use high-

pressure sales tactics to get you to buy without thinking things through. 

They can’t or won’t meet in person or let you inspect the car. Scammers 

might have an excuse, like a job transfer, military deployment, or divorce, 

for why you can’t see them or the car. But experts agree that you should 

have an independent mechanic inspect a used car before you buy it. 

They want you to pay with gift cards by wire transfer. If anyone tells you to 

pay that way, it’s a scam. Every time. 

The sellers demand more money after the sale for “shipping” or 

“transportation” costs. 

The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) doesn’t match the VIN for the car 

you’re interested in. A vehicle history report can help you spot such dis-

crepancies. But  scammers have been known to use fake vehicle identifi-

cation numbers to defeat this countermeasure. 

Look out for escrow scams, Many consumers are rightfully wary of sending 

large amounts of money to someone they’ve never met. The scammer fre-

quently recommend the use of fake “escrow” services that will hold funds 

involved in the transaction until both parties are satisfied that the transac-

tion has been completed. In a typical scam, a legitimate buyer will be ap-

proached by a scammer selling a car (again, often an exotic or classic car 

priced, but usually priced well below market value). The scam seller will of-

fer to ship the car and that there is no risk of fraud due to the “escrow” ser-

vice (purportedly eBay, PayPal, or another service). Once the money is 

transferred, contact is broken (or sometimes additional funds are request-

ed to cover “unforeseen” events). In any case, the legitimate buyer never 

receives a car and loses their money. eBay recommends using their ap-

proved escrow service Escrow.com. 

Never wire money or use a bank-to-bank transfer in a transaction. 

 

 

Look out for escrow scams. 

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/paying-scammers-gift-cards
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0090-using-money-transfer-services
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/feature-0040-used-cars
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The next rules are helpful, but are hard to adhere to given online auction 

sites. And even now, most live, in-person auctions have moved online. 

Always try to deal locally when buying or selling an automobile or other 

high-value merchandise 

Never trust a seller or buyer who says that the transaction is guaranteed 

by eBay, Craigslist, PayPal, or other online marketplace. These sites ex-

plicitly do not guarantee that people using their services are legitimate. 

Call the buyer or seller to establish phone contact. If the buyer or seller 

seems to neglect details agreed to via email or is unable to answer ques-

tions about their location or the location of the automobile in question, it is 

likely to be a scam. 

Trust your gut. If a deal feels “fishy” or sounds too good to be true, it prob-

ably is. This is what our member Barrie felt and caused him to investigate, 

unearthing the older Bring-a-Trailer ad for the Mark IV. 

Read all of the information available to you by eBay about purchasing cars 

on their site. They offer great advice.  

Be wary when the private seller offers free shipping of the vehicle to you. 

Criminals may tell you they have access to transportation resources, pos-

sibly through their employer or because they are in the military and can 

coordinate the delivery for you (even if it's cross country).  

Other warning signs: Emails have poor grammar, broken English or have 

other distinguishing errors (e.g., misspelled words, incorrect punctuation); 

communications may be overly formal or sound very mechanical. The re-

sponses are not personalized and could include general terms like 'Dear 

Sir' and 'Good Day'; emails are not sent from the 'eBay.com' domain. 

Criminals may have a recognizable word in their email name or as part of 

their domain name, such as 'eBay' or 'VPP' (e.g., 

eBay@vppinsurance.com) but these are NOT sent from eBay; email con-

tains false information like invoice numbers, transaction case IDs, or VPP 

case ID #s. Some sellers may try to move the transaction from one plat-

form to another (for example, from Craigslist to eBay Motors). 

So, use the great network of JCNA members and be wary of the many 

ways scammers operate. 
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mailto:info@seattlejagclub.org
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The Jaguar Drivers and Restorers Club of Seattle and the surrounding area 

welcomes enthusiasts with new and old Jaguar cars, in the market, or just 

fans; Jaguar ownership is not necessary, just a passion for these beautiful 

cars. Our events appeal to a range of fans and include activities like Jags 

and coffee, drives, shows, and technical sessions.  

Join the club or renew your membership for 2020 for just $68 a (calendar) 

year. It includes all of the benefits of Jaguar Clubs of North America 

(JCNA) which you can find at www.jcna.com plus our local club. The current 

and past issues of JagMag at www.SeattleJagClub.org give the best look at 

our club. Attend an upcoming event and check out the group.  Membership 

in our local club includes membership in JCNA, and offers the greatest ben-

efit to you through local activities, services and information. 

Your membership includes a subscription to the Jaguar Journal, the leading 

North American Jaguar magazine bringing to you the latest news and fea-

tures on Jaguars and activities in North America. 

JCNA and JDRC/NWA members are also eligible for substantial discounts 

on new Jaguars plus some Land Rovers, and a 5% discount on collector 

car insurance from Hagerty. You'll also receive updates on local events, 

drives, and shows in addition to a local eMagazine called JagMag highlight-

ing the Seattle Jag Club activities. Membership gives you the opportunity to 

participate in a wide range of activities of diverse interests with many 

events where families take active part too. JCNA Members are eligible for a 

number of annual championships. 

 
 

WHY SHOULD YOU BE A MEMBER OF 

THE SEATTLE JAGUAR CLUB? 

Our events appeal to a range of fans and 

include activities like Jags and coffee, 

drives, shows and technical sessions 

http://www.jcna.com
http://www.SeattleJagClub.org


 

28 



 

29 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE ALWAYS FREE 

FOR MEMBERS! 

Advertise your  Jaguar parts and vehicles  here in JagMag. Ads are free for members and  

only $10 for 3 months for private non-members (not commercial).  Clean out your garage 

and place your ad now. Contact Kurt Jacobson. Classified ads must be Jaguar-related. 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES 

Advertising requests must be received by the 20th of the month preceding publication. Pay-

ment should be sent to Attention: Advertising, Seattle Jag Club, PO Box 544, Mercer Island 

WA 98040. And the ad should be sent electronically to jagmag@seattlejagclub.org.  

  6x Yrly, 12x 
Full Page $500 $950 

Half Page $250 $450 

Third Page $200 $350 

Quarter Page N/A $250 

  Yrly, 12x 
Business Card Member $110 
Business Card Non-Member $150 
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1965 E-Type OTS, 1954 XK120 FHC and 

1951 XK120 OTS for sale from the pri-

vate collection of a former Jaguar Drivers 

& Restorers Club member. The green 

1954 XK120 Fixed Head Coupe has re-

ceived 100 points in a Jaguar concours. 

The red 1951 Open Two Seater is a beau-

tiful driver with spats and solid-wheels 

with hubcaps and rimbellishers. The white 

1965 E-Type Open Two Seater is remark-

ably original. Contact Jim at 206-963-2191, jimmlunz@gmail.com. Aug 2020 

Beautiful 1957 Jaguar MK7M Professionally maintained. Blue, automatic 

transmission. Winner of many Jaguar Drivers and Restorers Club events. 

3.4L inline six-cylinder double overhead cam 

engine, dual SU carbs. New porcelain ex-

haust manifolds, rebuilt and re-sleeved brake 

master cylinder, new front wheel bearings, 

new front and rear wheel cylinders, hydraulic 

brake system flushed, 

transmission pan gasket 

replaced, tires are BF 

Goodrich all season white-

wall radials w/5k miles also 

cleaned and adjusted E 

brake. $57,000. Contact 

Chris Johnston, 206 527 

5648, chris@iphc.int Jul 2020 
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We are selling our 1988 XJ6 (XJ40). I bought this 

car in 1990 as a Christmas present for my wife. 

I’m the second owner and have maintained the car 

myself with an occasional trip to Crown Hill Motors 

for needed repairs beyond my experience. The car 

has 150000 miles and still runs strong. It’s been repainted the same color. 

The interior is clean, but the driver’s seat has a split seam. The rear seat, 

carpets and headliner are in excellent condition. Asking $3000. Contact 

Bill Buegel, 425 870 1689 Sep 2020 

1999 Vanden Plas. Uncommon & beautiful sapphire metallic blue over 

ivory leather, nicely optioned. Owned & driven daily for 20 years, always 

garage kept. Rebuilt transmission & engine top 

end, headliner replaced. Extra set of factory 

wheels with Michelin X-Ice snow tyres mount-

ed. Runs & drives well. 208k miles. Good to 

very good condition in and out. Asking $5200. 

Contact John Dombey, 206-715-6942, 

jdombey@gmail.com Sep 2020 

mailto:jdombey@gmail.com
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Scott Johnson’s F-Type R at the Reads’ Show & Shine Potluck 

1985 XJS V12 Coupe for sale This will make your day!!! New brake mas-
ter cylinder rotors new front brake calipers and new front wheel bearings. 
84k miles everything works!!! Real SWEET ride Runs Great with new tires 
The color of this fine Jaguar is 'Cream.' $10,500. Contact Chris Johnston, 
206 527 5648, chris@iphc.int June 2020 

1995 Jaguar XJ6 Deluxe 4 door sedan, Pearl White, moon roof, light 

leather upholstery, classic wood paneling, garaged most of its life, In beau-

tiful condition with only 57,000 original miles !! This car must go to a Jagu-

ar Enthusiast !! Call Jim at 206-418-6446 for more information. Sep 2020 
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Ben Brown took this shot  

of his XK120 DHC after he and his father  

successfully replaced the windscreen gasket. 


